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This page was last updated and is current as at Monday 6 April, 1:30pm and will be updated every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Additional updates will be provided as required. 
 
Blue text: Information which has been edited to provide greater clarity, or updated to reflect an 
update in Department of Health wording. 
Purple text: New information since the 3 April update (update 14). 
Black text: is information that was included in previous editions, and has been reinserted. 
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Key messages 
Back to Index 

 
The Department is working closely with the Department of Health, particularly Dr Andrew Robertson, the 
WA Chief Health Officer. We will continue to follow their expert advice.  

 
On 26 March the State Government announced all public schools in Western Australia will remain open 
until the end of term, Thursday 9 April. In the final two weeks, schools will operate differently from usual.   
 

 Coordinated learning programs cease on Friday 3 April for students.   
 Schools are not expected to provide work for students who are not in attendance for the 

balance of Term 1. 
 From Monday 6 April to Thursday 9 April teachers will prepare teaching programs for 

Term 2 and during this time students who attend school will be supervised. 
 
The Minister for Education and Training reiterated that continuity of education for as long as possible is 
best, but families are now encouraged to keep their children at home. 
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Latest news 
Back to Index 

 

Early childhood education and care relief package 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison and the Federal Minister for Education, Dan Tehan, announced on 2 April a 
plan to help the early childhood education and care sector effective from 6 April 2020. The plan will support 
families, while also ensuring the sector’s 13,000 child care and early learning services can keep their doors 
open for workers and vulnerable families who need those services. Read the media release here. 

 

 

 
 

 
COVID-19 general information 
Back to Index 

  
Testing 
The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) releases regular updates. The latest can be 
found here https://www.health.gov.au/committees-and-groups/australian-health-protection-principal-
committee-ahppc#statements- 
 
As of Thursday 2 April, the testing criteria for COVID-19 will be expanded significantly at all COVID clinics. 
 
General public testing 
Any person presenting to a COVID clinic with BOTH a documented fever (≥38°C) AND an acute respiratory 
infection (e.g. shortness of breath, cough, sore throat) will be tested. 
 
High-risk staff testing 
Anyone working within a high-risk setting that presents to a COVID clinic with EITHER a fever (≥38°C) OR 
an acute respiratory infection will be tested. This includes healthcare workers (including aged care and 
disability workers) and WA Police Officers. 
 
High-risk settings 
Testing will also be arranged for anyone from the following high risk settings where two or more people are 
experiencing EITHER a fever (≥38°C) OR an acute respiratory infection: 

 Aged and residential care 

 Rural and remote Aboriginal communities 

 Detention centres 

 Correctional facilities 

 Boarding schools 

 Military barracks or equivalent 

 Geographically localised areas with increased risk of community transmission 

 Cruise ship passengers or returned travellers (international and domestic). 
 
Additional COVID-19 information, including FAQs, is available at 
https://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus   
 

 
 
Curriculum, learning and assessment 
Back to Index 

 
Connected Learning Hub 
The Connected Learning Hub is now live in Connect with classroom resources available across all year 
levels.  We have prioritised senior secondary resources and primary literacy and numeracy resources.  
Work continues to populate the Hub with quality classroom resources and many more will be added over 

https://www.pm.gov.au/media/early-childhood-education-and-care-relief-package
https://www.health.gov.au/committees-and-groups/australian-health-protection-principal-committee-ahppc#statements-
https://www.health.gov.au/committees-and-groups/australian-health-protection-principal-committee-ahppc#statements-
https://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus
https://connect.det.wa.edu.au/group/staff/ui/connected-learning/care-and-connection
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the coming weeks.  

 
Teachers and school staff can access training in technologies (Connect, Webex, Microsoft Teams, Office 
365) to support their teaching and learning. The training schedule for 3 April to 1 May (through term break) 
is now available with registrations through PLIS.  
 

Students learning at home  
We are working to provide online access to resources for parents, carers and students.  This will be 
through the Learning at home website.  The website is now available and resources will continue to be 
added over the coming weeks. 
 
Packages of work for Year 11 ATAR courses have been added to the Learning at home website today.  
 
Packages of work for Year 12 ATAR courses were published on the Learning at home website on  
Monday 30 March. 
 
Teachers should continue to use Connect as their primary source of teaching resources.  The materials 
published on the Learning at home website will also be available on Connect.  
 
The Learning at home website will continue to be available. This is a public site with resources, student 
wellbeing and support materials for parents. 

 
Primary Extension and Challenge (PEAC) classes  
A decision has been made that from Monday 30 March, face-to-face PEAC classes will be suspended until 
further notice.  Any PEAC classes currently run online should continue to operate as usual.  Consistent with 
expectations of all teaching staff in schools, Coordinators and teachers are asked to use this time to 
develop options for PEAC programs to be delivered remotely from the commencement of Term 2. 

 
GATE testing 
GATE testing has been postponed. Parents have been informed and students will be provided with an 
alternative assessment opportunity in the future. 
 

 

 
School playgrounds and play equipment 
The WA Government announced that as of 11:59pm Tuesday 31 March, all playgrounds in public places 
will be closed.   
 
It is recommended that all schools with playgrounds and/or playground type equipment close them down 
until further notice.  This may be done by:  
 
1. removing easily re-moved items of equipment; and/or  
2. the use of appropriate signage and hazard tape; and  
3. ensuring an appropriate level of supervision of the closed playground area during school opening 

hours. 
 
If a principal considers that there is a compelling school specific reason for keeping a playground and/or 
play equipment accessible to students they may do so if they can be completely satisfied that: 
 
1. there is no general public assess to the playground and play equipment contained inside  

their school site; and  
2. the play equipment contained inside their school site will be thoroughly cleaned at the 

school’s expense in each instance after it has been used.    

 
BYO water bottles 
As per advice received from the Public Health Emergency Operations Centre (PHEOC), it is preferable that 
students bring their own individual water bottles that can be filled from the fountain as necessary. This will 
reduce the need for students to drink directly from fountains. All students should be instructed on safe 
usage of water fountains e.g. not putting their mouth onto equipment. The water fountains should be 
regularly cleaned and checked that they are working correctly with good pressure.  

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/learning-at-home
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/learning-at-home
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/learning-at-home
http://connect.det.wa.edu.au/
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/learning-at-home
http://connect.det.wa.edu.au/
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/learning-at-home
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Front line services and mass gatherings  
On Wednesday, 18 March the Australian Government announced that all organised, non-essential mass 
gatherings attended by more than 100 people for indoor events and more than 500 people for outdoor 
events must be cancelled from Wednesday 18 March 2020.  
 
On Friday 20 March the Australian Government announced further measures relating to gatherings of fewer 
than 100 people in an enclosed space. The Government is now recommending four square metres per 
person. This does not apply to schools. 
 
Please refer to the advice regarding mass gatherings to support principal decision-making.  
 
Please refer to Healthy WA for more information on the Prime Minister’s announcement. 
 
While schools remain exempt from social distancing requirements, the Department of Health has produced 
a fact sheet on social distancing for general information. 
 
 
On Sunday 29 March, the Prime Minister announced further measures and restrictions to slow the 
transmission of COVID-19. This includes public gatherings, excluding household members, have been 
reduced to a maximum of two people. Whilst schools remain exempt, he also announced further measures 
regarding staying at home as below. It is recommended that: 

 If you are over 70, you are strongly encouraged to remain at home; 
 If you are over 60 with pre-existing conditions; 
 If you are Aboriginal and aged over 50, you should stay home wherever possible for your 

own protection. 
 
 
 
Student support 
Back to Index 

 
Student wellbeing website 
Given the extensive media coverage, some children are already aware of the impact of the virus and will 
pick up on the concerns and anxiety of others. This could be through listening and observing what is 
happening online, at home and school.  
 
The Learning at home website provides advice and resources for parents and carers, educators and 
students. This includes a wide range of resources and information related to the impact of COVID-19 on 
students’ health and wellbeing and the impact on families.  It also includes vital information for schools to 
understand how they can best support students and families to access services and information.  The 
website will continue to be updated over the coming weeks. 
  
A Student Wellbeing Response, Recovery Advisory Team has been established to identify and respond to 
emerging issues for educators and support staff.  The team can be contacted on 6206 2098 or at 
covid19.studentwellbeing@education.wa.edu.au. Please visit the information on Support for parents and 
carers. 
 
Parents are advised that, if they need urgent mental health advice and support for themselves or their child, 
there is a 24 hour crisis support line 1800 048 636. 
 

Child and Adolescent Health Services  
The Child and Adolescent Health Services (CAHS) has advised the Department of Education of the 
suspension of services to schools from 30 March until further notice. Services to be suspended include; 

 School Entry Health Assessments Program 
 Aboriginal Ear Health Assessment Team 
 School based Immunisation Program  
 Community health parenting groups, Triple P groups and seminars. 

 

https://apps.det.wa.edu.au/docserver/?key=SXmK2WcWdP6CujWUE7XS5z
https://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/03/coronavirus-covid-19-information-on-social-distancing.pdf
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/learning-at-home
mailto:covid19.studentwellbeing@education.wa.edu.au
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/learning-at-home/support-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/learning-at-home/support-for-parents-and-carers
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VET/TAFE/University 
Back to Index 

 
University of Western Australia (UWA) – new entry options for Year 12 students 
UWA have recently announced new admission pathways for Year 12 leavers. They have made this change 
to provide certainty to Year 12 students during the COVID-19 pandemic.  UWA will be hosting a webinar 
from 3pm on Tuesday 7 April 2020.  We encourage schools with Year 12 students to share the link with 
them. 

 
Changes to operation at WA TAFE Colleges 
On 28 March the Minister announced there will be a temporary pause in the face-to-face delivery of most 
courses at WA TAFE colleges from Monday 30 March until Thursday 9 April. The Department will work with  
 
 
Training and Workforce Development to assess the implications for school-aged students engaging in VET 
courses regarding changes to how these are delivered from Term 2.  Read the Minister’s media statement 
here. 

 

 
 
The Department of Education, Catholic Education Western Australia, and the Association of 
Independent Schools of Western Australia will continue to respond as a collaborative team to 
advice from the WA Department of Health and provide updated advice to schools and staff as 
appropriate. 

https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/forms/2021-admission-pathways
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/03/Changes-to-operations-at-WA-TAFE-colleges-from-Monday.aspx

